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prologue is written by Mariano Ospina Perez , who apparently is enough of a 
practical politician to swim with the tide if he cannot find a way to resist it. 
.'be index practically summarizes the booh.. The first two chapters cover the 
discussion of private ownership, placing emphasis on the fact that private 
property must be administered for the benefit of all. The next three chapters 
arc^an attack on the wealthy groups of the country. This attack is made re- 
gardless of the effects of this group of the productivity of the country. 

"The ^ second part of the book concerns itself with how to convert Colombia from 
Capitalism to Catholic Socialism 1 . It includes some old and some new wrinkles. 
The idea oi division of the land so that all will have their share is not new, nor 
is the idea of taxing the rich to redistribute the wealth new. The idea of 
changing industry to cooperatives, of course, patterns itself after recent loose 
thinking in Germany and has been heard in the States. Here they are proposing a 
percentage of the earnings to go to the workers to be used to buy stocks of the 
companies and iinally to be owned by the workers through cooperatives (presumably 
controlled by the state) . The book also emphasizes the idea that banks should be 
owned by the state and loan money at little or no interest to the individual, and 
whau they are not for the needs of the wealthy. The book, while stating that it is 
not necessary to nationalize the banks, nevertheless by impilication points to that 
•and. 


o. It makes every effort to put a Catholic background to its propositions because of the 
power of the Catholic Chiu-ch in Colombia. There are quotations throughout the book 
from Catholic authorities that are taken out of context at times and misinterpreted 
at other times.... 


/. "It could be, as most people seep to believe in Colombia, that this government is 
only attempting to imitate Peron. This seems more logical than any /other/ inter- 
pretation. There are, though, some aspects which perhaps need to be questioned. 

The April 9 19^8 riots ... while spontaneous to a certain extent, nevertheless were 
agitated by an organization presumably traced to the Russian Embassy. The . . . Embassy 
was officially thrown out of the country but as far as I know nothing has been done 
by uhe underground group fomenting the riot. L.M. Currie and several others of his 
ilk were prominent in the economic councils of... Ospina Perez. Without attempting to 
judge present criticisms against Currie, she socialistic ideas which lie and others 
like him have sponsored find ready adherents because of political expediency /on the 
part ofy those attempting to gain power. The economic advisers who have been sent 
various international organizations to these countries have left something "zo be 
desired from the point of view of the US. 


8 . 


"Upper classes of Colombia seem to feel that their strong Catholic faith reaches down 
into the lower classes and protects them from Communism, forgetting that the lover 
classes are Catholics only Qy force of pressure from above. It is too early to 
estimate whether Colombia will go down the path of Argentina and Guatemala in the 
years to come. Colombia cannot afford this type of nonsense if the slightest de- 
> line ...zb place in ■:.>.* price of coffee. This-* would. . .lead to ... inflation, controls, 
and ^demagogic appeal, to the lower classes, blaming wealth and the US for the 
di X i iculties created by • heir own incompetence. . . 


y. This may seem to be jumping at shadows but the shadows seem a little real down here. 
I was rather interested in reviewing correspondence I had in September 1950 re- 
garding Chile. I felt at chat time I was seeing the dark side and maybe being 
too pessimistic. I’m wondering now. 

10. It is die l. icult to forecast the future for Colomoia under the rather confusing 
picture. . .today. From my point of view, the following facts otand out: 

a). The Government of Rcjas Pinilla shows no sign whatsoever of returning the 
country to normal political life. It can be presumed that he will retain 
power until thrown out by pnysical means. This is proven by various statements 
he and his subordinates have made in speeches. Tills means either a strong 
dictatorship or a series of revolutions. Neither political party has any 
physical power . They also seem to be morally and spiritually bankrupt. Rojas 
Pinilla personally is assuming all the rather vainglorious customs and forms of 
a dictator. Eis cohorts and family are acquiring wealth rapidly... 
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